
KATHMANDU: Investment Board Nepal (IBN) 

and GMR-ITD, developer of 900MW Upper 

Karnali Hydropower Project (UKHPP), jointly 

organized interactions with local stakeholders in 

project-affected districts from February 23-28.

The interactions, mainly aimed at sharing 

the major features of Project Development 

Agreement (PDA), were conducted at Dab 

(project’s dam-site) 

and Dailekh Bazaar 

of Dailekh district, 

Birendranagar of 

Surkhet district, 

and Bhairabsthan 

and Mangalsen of 

Achham district.

A high level IBN 

team, led by its Chief 

Executive Officer 
(CEO) Radhesh 

Pant and GMR’s 

senior officials, 
Constituent Assembly (CA) members of Dailekh, 

Surkhet, Achham and Sankhuwasabha districts, 

and Kathmandu-based journalists attended 

the interactions. Local political parties, local 

government officials, Project Concern Groups 
and media representatives shared their views at 

the events. 

Speaking on the occasion, Harvindar Manocha, 

chief of GMR’s Nepal Office, reiterated the 
commitment of accelerating construction 

activities at the project-affected area soon. He 

said the company will soon prepare a detailed 

benefits package in collaboration with the locals, 
and start implementing it at the earliest. 

Likewise, IBN CEO Pant said the PDA has 

protected the 

national interests. 

He further said the 

project will bring 

huge economic and 

social transformations 

in the districts. He 

also assured the 

locals that their 

genuine demands, 

including the issues 

of rehabilitation 

and resettlement, 

compensation for 

the land acquired and other benefits, will be 
adequately addressed by the company. In 

regards with the local benefits and rehabilitation 
and resettlement activities, CEO Pant said the 

company will follow international standards, 

including that of International Finance 

Corporation (IFC) Performance Standards and 
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KATHMANDU: In the latest of its proposed 

outreach programs, IBN organized an interaction 

with graduate students of Kathmandu University 

(KU) on March 11 (Fagun 27) at Dhulikhel to 

discuss issues of hydropower and 

other infrastructure development 

in Nepal. The interaction was 

also aimed at soliciting their thoughts on overall 

economic development of Nepal. 

IBN CEO Radhesh Pant and his team 

exchanged views with the students of 

Engineering and Management streams at the 

university. Around 400 students and faculty 

members, including founding vice chancellor 

Prof. Dr. Suresh Raj Chalise, current vice 

chancellor Prof. Dr. Ram Kantha Makaju, 

Deans, Registrars and university professors 

participated at the interaction. 

During the event, Pant provided 

a comprehensive presentation on Nepal’s 

development scenario with a special focus on 

IBN-portfolio projects and achievements. He 

urged the students and professors to spread 

message for rapid economic growth of Nepal. 

IBN College Event

IBN Outreach at Kathmandu University

‘‘
Prof. Dr. Ram Kantha Makaju

Vice Chancellor, KU

With the help of hydroelectric power 

lot of countries have done very well. 

Despite of our very less occupancy in 

world, we have lots of potential and 

water and hydropower. Its really great 

to know IBN is working on the same 

field.
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Asian Development Bank (ADB) safeguard 

policies for the purpose. 

During the week-long engagement with the 

locals, IBN and GMR officials explained details 
about the proposed 

rural electrification, 
project economic 

benefits, employment 
opportunities, community 

development plan and 

others to the locals.

CA members from 

the project-affected 

districts (Honorable 

Amar Bahadur Thapa-

Dailekh, Honorable 

Laxmi Prasad Pokharel-Dailekh, Honorable 

Bharat Saud-Achham, Honorable Hridayaram 

Thani-Surkhet, Honorable Tapta Bahadur Bista-

Surkhet) expressed their commitment to provide 

full cooperation to the project implementation 

activities. They said they would facilitate all 

discussions between the project company and 

KATHMANDU: GMR ITD has initiated the Resettlement 

Action Plan (RAP) study for the project affected people 

of Upper Karnali hydropower project, through consulting 

firms ERM India Pvt. Ltd. and NESS Pvt. Ltd.
The team is conducting household surveys, land & asset 

surveys and carrying out discussions with community 

forest user groups, fishing communities, women’s groups 
and marginalized communities. Market valuation for 

private land and other assets is also being undertaken 

as a part of this survey. The month-long field study is 
expected to be complete by March 2015.

GMR ITD and IBN representatives are monitoring the 

process in the field.

stakeholders for the implementation of PDA 

commitments. Similarly, CA member from 

Sankhuwasabha district Honorable Taraman 

Gurung, shared his experience about Arun 3 

Hydro Power Project, which is located in his 

district. He said that the locals need to sincerely 

cooperate with the government and developer 

to build any hydro 

projects. 

The project-affected 

people demanded 

employment 

opportunities for the 

locals, including fair 

compensation for 

the land acquisition, 

local shares, and 

rehabilitation and 

resettlement plan. They 

also urged the company to start building the 

project as early as possible. They expressed 

commitment to support the project activities in 

the near future. 

IBN has been regularly conducting engagement 

activities with locals for the past one year in 

order to secure their ownership over the project.

IBN, GMR Interaction...
(...contd from page 1)

RAP Study Begins
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KATHMANDU: An 11-member 

delegation, led by Chairman 

of China’s Three Gorges 

Corporation, Lu Chun, arrived 

in Kathmandu on March 13 to  

discuss development of the 

750MW West Seti Hydropower 

Project.

Lu held meetings with all 

concerned stakeholders, 

including the Right Honorable 

Prime Minister Sushil Koirala, 

the Ministry of Energy and the 

Investment Board Nepal (IBN) 

during his three-day visit. The 

West Seti project is located in 

the far-western region of the 

country and will spread in four 

districts — Doti, Dadeldhura, 

Baitadi and Bajhang. The 

project has the capacity to 

generate electricity for 24 

straight hours throughout the 

year, except in dry season 

when power generating 

capacity is expected to dip to 

eight to nine hours a day.

KATHMANDU: Desmond Swayne, 

Minister of State, Department for 

International Development (DFID), 

visited the Office of Investment Board 
(IBN) on February 19 to discuss UK 

government’s cooperation for major 

infrastructure development in Nepal. 

Minister Swayne met with IBN CEO 

Radhesh Pant and offered UK’s 

support for Nepal’s economic growth. 

During the meeting, CEO Pant 

said Nepal urgently needs foreign 

investment in hydropower and major 

infrastructure projects to graduate to a 

developing country status by 2022. 

CTG President in Nepal

UK Minister of State Swayne Visits IBN
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Pre-proposal Conference on 

Chemical Fertilizer Plant

KATHMANDU: A pre-proposal 

conference for conducting 

Detailed Feasibility Study 

(DFS) of the proposed 

Chemical Fertilizer Plant was 

held on March 3 at IBN Office. 
IBN has short-listed four firms 
for the purpose, but only three 

participated at the conference. 

Those attending the conference 

were – JV of Tata Consulting 

Engineers Ltd (India) and SILT 

KATHMANDU: IBN organized an interaction 

with the Constituent Assembly (CA) members 

representing the districts affected by 750 MW 

West Seti Hydropower Project, on February 18, 

to share the project updates. 

CA members -- Honorable Bir Bahadur Balayar 

of Doti-1, Honorable Prem Bahadur Ale of Doti-

2, Honorable Man Prasad Khatri of Bajhang-1, 

Honorable Damodar Bhandari of Baitadi-1 and 

Honorable Karna Bahadur Thapa of Bajura-1, 

shared their views about West Seti Project at 

the meeting. The West Seti Hydropower Project 

directly and indirectly affects areas of Doti, 

Dadeldhura, Baitadi and Bajhang districts. 

IBN CEO Radhesh Pant briefed the CA 

members on the progress so far achieved 

in moving the project. Pant also solicited 

cooperation from political parties, local people 

KATHMANDU: IBN and Satluj Jalvidyut Nigam 

Limited (SJVNL) are set to jointly conduct 

interaction with the local people, affected 

by 900 MW Arun 3 Hydropower Project in 

Sankhuwasabha district soon. It is the first 
engagement with the locals since the signing 

of Project Development Agreement (PDA) 

between IBN and SJVNL on November 

Engineers and Consultants Pvt 

Ltd (Nepal); JV of Projects and 

Development India Ltd (India) 

and PSA Consultants for 

Nepal; and JV of Infrastructure 

Development Corporation 

(Karnataka) Ltd India (IDeck) 

and Institute of Agriculture 

Technologies and Feedback 

Infrastructure Service Nepal 

Ltd. 

Although JV of JACOBs 

Consultancy and Taylor 

Dejongh and Everesheds 

Tower Bridge Court, UK, did 

not attend the conference, 

they have assured that they 

will submit their proposal in 

the near future. During the 

conference, IBN officials 
and other members of the 

proposal evaluation committee 

addressed queries raised by 

the participating firms. IBN 
plans to sign an agreement 

with the selected consulting 

firm by April-end.

IBN Interaction with Lawmakers from 
West Seti Hydel Project Districts

Pre-proposal Conference on Chemical 
Fertilizer Plant

IBN, SJVNL Joint Visit to Arun-3

and people’s representatives to move the project 

as early as possible. 

Participating CA members said they would exert 

necessary pressure on concern authorities 

to implement the project at the earliest. 

They also suggested that the government 

introduce a concrete action plan of local 

benefits, resettlement and rehabilitation, local 
electrification, among others for the project 
affected areas. 

The government signed a Memorandum of 

Understanding (MoU) with CWEI of China 

Three Gorges Corporation in February 29, 2012 

to develop the project. China Three Gorges 

Corporation has recently applied for Foreign 

Direct Investment (FDI) approval at IBN. The 

project is estimated to cost around Rs 150 billion. 

25, 2014. IBN and the project developer 

are scheduled to provide detail explanation 

to the local stakeholders about the project 

implementation timelines, PDA provisions, 

and specially the local benefits (rehabilitation 
and resettlement, employment and training 

opportunities, community developments) 

programs during the visit.
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IN PICTURES

Senior representatives of Kathmandu University during 

IBN Event.

Girls welcoming IBN, GMR and CA members during local 

consultation in Dab, Dailekh.

Participants at a local consultation meeting in Surkhet

Participants at an interaction program in Bhairabsthan, 

Achham

A participant raising the concerns of Upper Karnali at a 

local consultation meeting in Mangalesen, Achham

Desmond Swayne, State Minister of UK talking with IBN 

CEO Radhesh Pant during his visit to Nepal
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Correspondence:

Government of Nepal

Office of the Investment Board Nepal
East buildng of ICC Complex, New Baneswor, Kathmandu

Phone: +977-1-4475277, 4475278
Email: info@investmentboardnepal.gov.np

Website: www.investmentboardnepal.gov.np


