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Press Release

I{on'ble Dr. Arzu Rana l)euba, Minister fior Foreign Affairs, addressed today the plenary of the 8th

Indian Ocean Conference titlecl "Antplifi,lng the L'ctice of Glohal South. " The Conf-erence is taking
place in Muscat, the capital city of Oman on 16-18 F'ebruar,v 2025 with the theme ol- "[,'byage to
l{ew, Horizons o./'L,{aritime Partnership ". The Foreign Minister while raising the concerns being
faced b5, the countries in the Global South highlighted the irnportance of maritime pamnership in
today'.'s interconnected rvorld" She underscored the need fbr strong cornmitment to incorporating the

voice of the countries in Global South as they play a key role in creating just" tair" equitahle, and

rules-based international order. She also recalled the 'Summit ol the Future 'being held in Neu,.York
during the 7911' session of the United Nations General Assembly as a guiding post for adclressing the

concerns of the Global South.

The Mirrister maintained that the roadmap fbr the fi.rture has been built with the adoption af 'Pact

Jbr the Future'. 'Glohal Digital ()ompttct,' and 'Declctrttlion on Future Generations '. Shedding light
r:n the importance of South-South and Triangular cooperation, she stressed on shared vision and
trnited action for progress. She expressed Nepal's steadfast commitment towards expanding the
'Nev, Horizons.'The Minister called fbr stronger South-South Cooperation, regional integration and

rnutual learning. equitable access to finance, reform of the global governance and financial
architecture. fulfillment of commitment by developed countries in development flnancing" equitable
sharing of natural resources, improving connectivity and transfer of' knor,rdedge, skill and

tecirnologies.

Anclrorirrg climate change as one of the top priorities, the Minister shared the infbrmation that the

fiovemment of Nepal is hosting "Sagannatha Sarnbaad"- a global dialogue forum on l6-18 May
2A25 in Kathmandu w'ith the theme of "Cllimate change, mountains and the future of humanity."
She invited all the high level dignitar:ies present in the Conference to participate in the Sambaad.

Hon'ble Foreign Minister held bilateral meeting with H.E. S. Jaishankar, Minister of External
Atfairs of the Republic of India. Hon'ble Minister highlighted the multi-dynamic and ever-growing
bilateral relations between Nepal and India. H.E. S. Jaishanker underscored the imporlance of the
ongoing development partnerships between the two fiiendly nations. lSoth leaders also touched r-rpon

-several matters of mutual cooperation including implernentation o1'energy development projects
during the meeting.

i-{on'ble Minister also held bilateral meeting rvith I{.8. Sultan bin Saad bin Sultan Al Muraikhi.
Minister of State fbr Foreign Affairs of Qatar cln the sidelines of the Conference toda,v. The meeting
covered matters relating to Nepal-Qatar bilateral relations with special highiiglrt on the
establishment of language orientation schools to upscale the skills ol Nepali workers. The two
Ministers also discussed matters conceming the availability of scholarships to Nepali students
pursuing higher studies in various universities in Qatar.
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In another note, Hon'ble Minister requested once again for the goodwill and 'good otfice' of the

fiiendly government of the State of Qatarto secure saf"e release and early repatriation cif Mr. Bipin
Joshi, a Nepali student w'ho has been held captive by f{amas since 7 October 2023.

l,ikervise, on the sidelines of the Conference, IJon'ble Minister held bilateral meeting with H.E.
Ahmed Ali Al Sayegh, Minister of State for Foreign Affairs o1'the United Arab Emirates today and

discussed on broad areas of mutual cooperation between Nepal and the UAE, including the operation
of llights tiom the newly opened Airports in Nepal to connect two touristic cities of Pokhara and

DLihai. ratification ofAir Services Agreement and recruitment of Nepali workers.

Ilon'ble Foreign Minister held bilateral meeting with H.E. Dina Nath Dhungyel, Minister of .Foreign

Affairs of tshutan this afternoon. Matters relating to lurlher expanding and deepening the bilateral
relations betrveen the two countries were discussed during the meeting.

FIon'ble Foreign Minister aiso heid meeting with lf.E. Mr. Indra Mani Pande.v. Secretzrry C-ieneral

of RtrN,lSTEC on the sidelines of the Cont-erence today. l{.E. Mr. Pandey appraised the l{on'ble
Minister ahout the activities of BIMST'ECI and sought cooperation of Nepal in implementing various
agreements reached among the Member States.

F{on'ble Foreign N,{inister participatecl in the special dinner hosted by H.E. Sayyid Badr bin Flarnad

bin Flamood z\lbusaidi, Foreign Minister of Oman in honour of the Heads of the delegation attending
the lndian Ocean Conference at.lW Marriott this evening.

The Hon'ble Minister visited the Embassy of Nepal in Muscat and interacted with the staffon 15

lrebruary 2A25. Ambassador Dornath Aryral briefed the I{on'ble Minister about the activities of the

Emhassy highlighting the positive initiatives undertaken by the Embassy to cater the needs and

promote the r,vell-being of- the Nepali workers in Oman. Prior to listening to the briefing by
Arnbassador N4r. Aryal. Ilon'ble Minister attended the lurrcheon hosted b), him in honour of the

Minister and her delegation at Nepal House. -

Hon'ble Foreign Minister is accompanied by Mr. Ram Kaji Khadka. Joint Secretary at the Ministry.
I{.E. DornathAryal, Ambassador of Nepal to Onran, Mr. Bishesh Kumar Sah, Second Secretary at

the Enrbassy. and other olficials of the Office of the Foreign N4inister.

The Hon'ble Foreign Minister is scheduled to engage in various bilateral meetings. conclude Motis,
address the Nepali Ambassadors in the GCC countries virtualll, and liold interaction rvith the Nepali
community based in Oman prior to her departure lor Kathmandu.
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